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finAL ITINERARY

15 day central Australia & TOP END tour

group: world education program

DEPARTURE:  Saturday 10th September, 2005

SAT 10TH

BRISBANE – CHARLEVILLE 




        (DS)
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6.00am this morning we assemble at a pre-arranged pick up point in central Brisbane, ready for a 6.30am departure onboard our Trekset Coach.  From here we travel north west along the Warrego Highway via Toowoomba, Roma and Mitchell.  Late in the afternoon we arrive at Charleville where we will set up our overnight camp at the Bailey Bar Caravan Park.  During the day, students will be given a brief lesson in pitching a tent and camping.

SUN 11TH

CHARLEVILLE – LONGREACH 



  
    (BLDS)

SEPTEMBER

Today we travel along the Landsborough Highway via Blackall and Barcaldine to arrive at Longreach in the early afternoon.  At 3.00pm we enjoy a guided visit of the Australian Stockman’s Hall of Fame before we set up camp for our overnight stay at the Gunnadoo Caravan Park, in the interesting town of Longreach, where all the streets are named after birds.

MON 12TH

LONGREACH – MOUNT ISA 




    (BLDS)

SEPTEMBER
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Continue north west via Winton and Cloncurry to Mount Isa where we set up camp for our overnight camp at the Copper City Caravan Park.  Mount Isa boasts the largest silver, lead, zinc and copper mines in Australia and most of the world.  We might like to take an afternoon walk through the town to look at the historical canvas tent houses once used by miners and to visit the mining museums.

TUE 13TH 

MOUNT ISA – TENNANT CREEK 



    (BLDS)

SEPTEMBER

Today we really hit the Australian outback, passing over the Queensland border and entering the Northern Territory.  We travel via the Barkley Highway and arriving at Tennant Creek which is often described as the ‘heart of the Northern Territory’.  The air is clean and fresh, the locals are friendly, the wildlife is fascinating, the history is full of strange quirks, and the weather ranges from great to fantastic.  Overnight camp at Tennant Creek Caravan Park.
WED 14TH

TENNANT CREEK – ALICE SPRINGS 



    (BLDS)

SEPTEMBER
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Today we change directions and begin travelling south to view the “Devil’s Marbles” en route to Alice Springs. The Devils Marbles are a collection of enormous rounded granite boulders that are balanced on top of one another. There are many of these 'marbles' that are scattered across a wide, shallow valley.  On arrival into Alice Springs we set up for our two nights camp at the Gapview Campground.
THU 15TH

ALICE SPRINGS – MACDONNELL RANGES 


    (BLDS)

SEPTEMBER

Today begins with a 9.00am visit to the historic Old Telegraph Station at Alice Springs, the site of the original township.  Then we travel a short distance into the Western MacDonnell Ranges and visit Standley Chasm - a memorable sight at midday when the sunlight reaches ground level.  Included is a visit to Simpson’s Gap.  It’s then back to Alice Springs.

FRI 16TH 

ALICE SPRINGS – KINGS CANYON 



    (BLDS)

SEPTEMBER

We depart from Alice Springs this morning and travel to Kings Canyon, which is located in the Watarrka National Park.  Kings Canyon forms part of the rugged George Gill Ranges, a photographer’s delight and a magnificent geological formation.  Set up camp at Kings Canyon Frontier Campground for our overnight camp.  We may have time for a short river bed walk this afternoon.

SAT 17TH

KINGS CANYON – ULURU 




    (BLDS)
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Up early this morning for a climb to the top canyon rim for rewarding spectacular views.  Red Sunstone walls plunge into lush vegetation and natural rock pools (good walking shoes are essential plus plenty of drinking water).  After the walk we depart for the Kata Tjuta National Park where we will set up for our two nights camp at the Ayers Rock Campground. After dinner tonight we visit the "Sunset Strip" to witness the sunset over the "Rock". (Note:- entry into park is an additional cost per person 16 years and over – Trekset will be covering the entry fee for the leaders).
SUN 18TH

ULURU & KATA TJUTA 





    (BLDS)

SEPTEMBER
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Before exploring the Park a visit to the Uluru - Kata Tjuta Cultural Centre will be a rewarding experience.  Anangu (local Aboriginal people) have worked with architects, designers and interpreters to create this dynamic experience.  Aspects of Anangu life are presented in different forms: artwork, video, soundscapes, audio-visual presentations.  Climb the world’s greatest monolith which rises to 348m above a wide and sandy floodplain and is 9km in circumference. This afternoon visit the Olgas, first discovered by Ernest Giles in 1872 who likened them to “Monstrous Pink Hay Stacks”.  Then some free time.

MON 19TH

AYERS ROCK – TENNANT CREEK 



    (BLDS)

SEPTEMBER

We depart Ayers Rock this morning and travel north via the Stuart Highway, returning to Tennant Creek where we again set up camp for our overnight camp at Tennant Creek Caravan Park.

TUE 20TH

TENNANT CREEK – KATHERINE GORGE 


    (BLDS)

SEPTEMBER
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Today sees an early departure from Tennant Creek so that we can have a fun-filled afternoon.  There will be a lunch stop at Daly Waters, before we continue to Mataranka where we will take a welcome swim in the hot springs.  We then travel to Katherine Gorge where we will set up for our overnight camp at the Nitmiluk Gorge Campground.

WED 21ST 

KATHERINE GORGE – KAKADU NATIONAL PARK 
    (BLDS)

SEPTEMBER

This morning we enjoy a two-hour cruise into the Gorge, departing at 7.00am.  We also have the chance to undertake a canoe ride (at own expense).  After lunch, we travel north west to the World Heritage site of Kakadu National Park.  We set up camp at Cooinda where we will stay for two nights at Gagudju Lodge (there is no longer an entry fee into Kakadu National Park).

THU 22ND 

KAKADU NATIONAL PARK 




    (BLDS)

SEPTEMBER

Up early this morning for a 6.45am cruise on the Yellow Waters Lagoon which will show us some of the magnificent wildlife of the area. We spend the rest of the day looking around the Park including the Ranger Station, Bowali Visitor Centre, Ubirr Art Site and Nourlangie Rock.
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FRI 23RD

KAKADU – BERRY SPRINGS – DARWIN 


    (BLDS)

SEPTEMBER

[image: image9.wmf]Depart Kakadu this morning and travel to Berry Springs where we enjoy a 1.00pm self guided visit to the Territory Wildlife Park, which is home to thousands of territory animals including mammals, birds, reptiles and fish, several of which are rare or endangered in the wild.  Later in the day we arrive in Darwin, the capital of the Northern Territory, for a city sights tour.  We then head to the Lee Point Campground where we enjoy our final dinner together and a chance to freshen up before heading to the airport.  Here we board our Qantas flight QF827 back to Brisbane, which departs at 1.55am and arrives in Brisbane at 6.05am on 24th September (flight at own arrangements and expense).  

Meals:

B=Breakfast

L=Lunch

D=Dinner

S = Supper

*Please note this itinerary is subject to change as a result of weather 

and other logistical factors
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Bailey Bar Caravan Park

196 King Street

Charleville  QLD  4470

PH: (07) 4654 1744

[image: image11.wmf]Gunnadoo Caravan Park 

Thrush Road

Longreach  QLD  4730

PH: (07) 4658 1781

Copper City Caravan Park

185 West Street

Mount Isa  QLD  4825

PH: (07) 4743 4676



Tennant Creek Caravan Park



208 Paterson Street (Stuart Highway)



Tennant Creek NT  0860



PH: (08) 8962 2325 

Gapview Resort 



Gap Road Circuit



Alice Springs  NT  0870  

PH: (08) 8952 6578 

Kings Canyon Frontier Campground



Ernest Giles Road



Kings Canyon  NT  0871

PH: (08) 8956 7442


Ayers Rock Campground


Yulara Drive


Yulara  NT  0872


PH: (08) 8956 2055

Nitmiluk Gorge Caravan Park


Katherine Gorge National Park


Katherine    NT   0850


PH: (08) 89721253

Gagudju Lodge Cooinda


P.O. Box 696


Jabiru  NT  0886


PH: (08) 89790145
WHAT TO BRING

CLOTHING:
Underwear, Socks, Jeans/Slacks, Shorts, Pullover/Cardigan, Raincoat/Parka, Blouse/Shirts, Tracksuit (ideal for sleeping), Bathers, Sandals/Thongs, Rubber Soled Walking Shoes, Handkerchiefs.

GENERAL:
Towels and Tea Towel, Toilet Requisites, Sunglasses, Torch, Camera/Films, Clothes Pegs, Games/Cards, Cassettes, Videos for the coach and Bumbag. [image: image12.wmf]
[image: image13.wmf]EATING UTENSILS:
Knife, Fork, 2 Spoons, Plastic Plate, Bowl and Mug.

SLEEPING GEAR:
Sleeping Bag, Pillow and Pillow Case.

TENTS:
Trekset will supply 3 man Pyramid style tents, Two (2) persons per tent.  Trekset will also supply sleeping mats for the entire group.

[image: image14.wmf]PLEASE NOTE:
A luggage limit of one Sausage/Sports bag or medium size suitcase plus one travel bag applies per person.  Sausage/Sports bags are the most suitable luggage for camping tours, as the sleeping bags can be packed inside, along with clothes.  The travel bag is useful inside the coach for day to day items (e.g. lunch on first day, camera, towel, eating utensils, torch and games, etc.). Metal framed Rucksacks or Backpacks are not accepted.
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LUGGAGE LIMIT:
Suitcase; one which should not exceed the total linear dimensions of 140cm (i.e. length and width and depth) and weight of 20kgs.  Hand Luggage: One softsided bag no larger than:- Width 23cm, Height 34cm, Length 48cm.  The hand luggage must be able to fit in the luggage racks above the seats, on the coach.  If this is not possible, the hand luggage will need to be repacked to fit on the racks or placed in the luggage bins under the coach.  Please note that RED/WHITE/BLUE STRIPED SHOPPING BAGS, SWAGS & CRICKET BAGS will not be allowed on the tour. Any luggage that does not adhere to the above measurements & weight may not be accepted by the coach captain due to limited luggage space and weight allowance.
A TYPICAL DAILY MENU (Our cook may select course from the following menu.)
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BREAKFAST:
Choice of Cereals (Muesli, Corn Flakes, Weetbix, Rice Bubbles), Sausages, Eggs, Bacon, Beans, Spaghetti, Toast and Spreads. Tea, Coffee or Milo.

LUNCH:
Salad Sandwiches, Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, selection of cold meats, salads, Tinned Fish, Fruit and Cordial.
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DINNER:
Choice of soups (Tomato, Chicken, Pea and Ham or Thick Vegetable), Steak, Schnitzel, Chops, Ham Steak, Spaghetti Bolognaise, Shepherds Pie, Casserole, Roasts, Potatoes, Peas, Carrots, Cabbage, Cauliflower, Rice, Pumpkin, Noodles, Apple Pie and Cream, Ice Cream and Toppings, Fresh Fruit Salad. Tea, Coffee or Milo.

SUPPER:

Biscuits, Cake, Pancakes.  Tea, Coffee or Milo.
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GROUP DUTIES:
Students are requested to participate in the day to day running of camping tours:  Duties are:-

· Erecting and Dismantling tents.

· Assisting cook with meal preparation & clearing up

· Washing and drying of personal dishes. 

· Help with loading, unloading and cleaning coach

We would suggest groups of 4 students.
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WET WEATHER:
Wet weather may effect a safari tour and conditions can become uncomfortable due to extended periods of rain.  If this occurs, your coach captain will make every effort to find alternative accommodation.  ie. church or scout hall or similar.  Should group require accommodation in vans or motels, this additional cost must be paid by the group.

EMERGENCY 
DARWIN (08)

NUMBERS:

Fire.................8981 2222 




Police.............8927 8888 




Ambulance.....8927 9000 




Royal Darwin 




Hospital..........8920 7211




KAKADU (08)




Police.............8979 2122 




Fire.................8979 2000 
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Ambulance.....8927 9000 




Royal Darwin 




Hospital..........8920 7211




ALICE SPRINGS (08)




Police.............8950 1211 




Fire.................8952 1000 




Ambulance.....8952 2200 




Alice Springs




Hospital..........8950 2211


AYERS ROCK  (08)  




Police.............8956 2166 




Fire.................000    




Ambulance.....000  




Alice Springs




Hospital..........8950 2211

Each of the above authorities stress that in the case of an emergency, please use the 000 number.
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